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Preface

One of the primary tasks of a chess player is the constant search for new ideas in
the opening. This work delves into a variation that, although | cannot claim to have
invented (as it had been played before), | was fortunate enough to recognize its
potential. The concept of Black playing with a strong/weak pawn on c4 was already
known, but forcing that structure almost inevitably was something novel around
ten years ago. The complexity of the position that arises after ...Nb6, with just a
couple of pawns exchanged and an unusual structure for the standards of 1.d4 d5,
initially attracted me the most. The strategic and dynamic richness of these posi-
tions has proven to be much greater than it seemed at first glance.

Over time, it was verified that the idea is viable, and today it is quite popular, even
at very high levels. In fact, as | write these lines, the variation is being played in the
Fedoseev-Gukesh game at Tata Steel 2025, featuring a novelty from this very book!
| must thank Fernando for his confidence in this variation (which in the intervening
years surpassed my own initial enthusiasm) and his profound analyses. | hope the
reader finds in this ...b5 an interesting weapon to unbalance the game. As for me, |
have no doubt that | will use it again in the future.

Gabriel Del Rio, Madrid, February 2025



Introduction

| decided to write this book because | believe | have had the unique opportunity to
observe the process that transformed the idea of the Spanish Grandmaster Gabriel
Del Rio into a widely popular chess variation. However, the primary goal of this
work is not to recount a story or to acknowledge the creative efforts of a friend,
although those are satisfying perks | allow myself. This is a theoretical book about
a chess variation that (it could not be otherwise) | will call the Del Rio Variation.

It is one of the most fascinating openings that can be played today, leading almost
immediately to highly dynamic and complex positions. Additionally, it can be set up
quite easily. For example, after 1.d4 &)f6 (1...d5 is another possible move order to
reach the same position) 2.c4 e6 3.2)f3 d5 4.%2\c3 (from 1.d4 all of White’s moves
are the most popular). Then 4...dxc4, establishing the Vienna Variation. Here, White
can only fight for an advantage with 5.e4. Until a few years ago, the main lines con-
tinued with 5...2b4 6.£.g5 c5, or the dangerous gambit 6. 2.c41? Nxe4 7.0-0. All
of these led to a well-researched ocean of variations where Black had to struggle to
maintain equality and generally had few practical chances to win the game.

The scenario changes dramatically with 5...b5!? as Black now sets up a complicated,
unbalanced game that is also less studied than the other continuations. This partly
explains the excellent results that Black has been achieving in practice. It is no sur-
prise that this move has attracted the interest of today's top players, some of whom
have adopted it frequently.

This book is especially focused on Black's perspective and aims to provide you with
all the necessary material to successfully employ this variation. You will find theory,
exemplary games, deep analyses, conceptual explanations, and many novel ideas
that have yet to see the light of day in practice. | have held nothing back in writing
this book, and | hope you enjoy it.

Fernando Peralta, February 2025



Possible Move-orders and Transpositions

As stated above, we can reach the position after 4...dxc4 via various move orders.
The most likely one will probably arise from 1.d4. Here, after 1...d5 2.c4 e6, White
has two main options at their disposal: 3.2)c3 and 3.2)f3. After 3.2\ c3 & f6, White
has the important option of 4.cxd5, forcing the Carlsbad structure. However, this
structure isn't to everyone's taste, and many players prefer 4.2)f3 instead, allowing
us to play the variation studied in the book.

The move order 1...2)f6 2.c4 e6 can be more subtle. Here, after 3.%\c3, besides
3...d5, White must be well-prepared to face 3...2b4, the Nimzo-Indian Defense.
That's why in this position, they mostly choose to continue with 3.2)f3, and after
3...20f6, the most frequently played move is 4.£)c3. The major option for White
here would be 4.g3, entering the Catalan Opening, which is an option they also have
if we start with 1...d5.

For this reason, my opinion is that the move order with 1...2)f6 2.c4 e6 is the one
most likely to lead us to play the Vienna Defense.

It's also very interesting to note that knowing this defense makes it much easier for
us to build a complete and coherent repertoire with Black. The moves 1...4\f6,
2...e6, and 3...d5 can be played if White starts with either 1.c4 or 1.2)f3. For exam-
ple, after 1.3 &\f6 2.c4 e6 3.%)c3 d5 4.e3, which is very popular nowadays, the
response 4...dxc4 is considered an excellent solution and will most likely transpose
into the chapters with 5.e3 in this book.



Part I

5.4 b5 -
Del Rio’s Variation



10 The Modernized Vienna of the Queen’s Gambit Declined

Chronicle of the Birth of the

Del Rio Variation

How does a chess opening transition from a player's imagination to being played
thousands of times in tournaments around the world? In today's chess landscape,
it is often enough for a well-known player to use a novel strategy in a game for it to
quickly gain global traction. However, the evolution of this variation was much
slower, resembling the spread of a virus —initially emerging as an epidemic localized
in Argentina before escalating into a global pandemic. | believe | played a small role
in the popularization of what | propose we call the Del Rio Variation, and | hope |
can convince you with this brief story. In September 2015, the Spanish Grandmaster
Gabriel Del Rio, having just finished a tournament, met me at a coffee shop. He
pulled out his pocket chess set and eagerly demonstrated the sequence of moves
he had recently created:

1. d4 £)f6 2. c4 e6 3. D)3 d5 4. £\c3 dxca 5. ed b5

KA Werg XEm
A & | ada
Ad
i

A8 A

A &)
Al M BAR
Z Rvyes s X

Position after: 5... b5

6. e5 \d5 7. Dxb5 2\b6
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iy & AA
£ |Jvweg XH

Position after: 7... 2\b6

| must admit that, initially, | was quite skeptical of his idea. It immediately reminded
me of another variation with which | had some experience playing as White:

1. d4 d5 2. ¢4 dxcd 3. D3 96 4. H)c3 a6 5. e4 b5 6. e5 £\d5 7. ad e6 8. axb5 b6

EacsWee X

A | iia
ik 4

AR A

R

AN

A A 4R
H QUWode =H

Position after: 8... 2\b6

It seemed to me that his version paled in comparison: the presence of the pawns
on b5 and a6 makes it much easier for Black to develop his queenside. We began
to move the pieces from the position he proposed. | tried with White to either bring
my pieces to an attack on Black's castled position or simply capture the c4-pawn. |
always seemed to be close to getting what | wanted but | lost in absolutely every
attempt. Gabriel had just played the following game, which you won’t find in any
database. | reproduce it here with his reluctant permission.
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A Vishnu Prasanna, V.
4 Del Rio, Gabriel
(® 2015

1. d4 &6 2. c4 e6 3. D3 d5 4. 2\c3 dxca 5. ed b5 6. e5 Pfd7 7. 2xb5 N\b6 8.
£e2 9\c69.0-0 Le710. a4!?

E sWe K=
A A Riai
a4 i
%) A
EYF s
&)

&5 LA AR
E QY EQ

Position after: 10. a4!?

10... a6
10... Da51?0
11. DHa3 Na5 12. L.d2

There might follow 12... 2b3 13. Ebl Dxd4 14. Dxd4 Wxda 15. a5 Dd5 16.
Nxcd=

V2=V

A few months later his invention passed a demanding test. Below is one of the ear-
liest games with the variation and, in my opinion, one of the most significant.

A Anton Guijarro, David (2635)
4 Del Rio, Gabriel (2511)
(® Linares 2015
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1. d4 )6 2. ¢4 e6 3. D3 d5 4. £\c3 dxca 5. ed b5 6. e5 Nfd7 7. 2xb5 N\b6 8.
£e2 £2e79.0-0 2)c610. 23 0-0

E 4W Ee& o
A A BLiaa

AA A

AL

i A
oA

AR LA AR
E ¥ B

Position after: 10... 0-0

11. a3

White controls the b4-square and continues with ¥c2 and Zad1. In this way, the
white queen targets the kingside and can attack via e4. On the other hand, advanc-
ing to a3 weakens the b3-square.

11... Na512. We2 2 b7 13. Ead1l Wd7 14. D3 Wee

Position after: 14... Wce

A difficult but correct decision. Black pressing on the diagonal restricts the action
of the white knight. While it may seem anti-positional to block the c7-pawn, the c5-
Break is typically not a priority in this variation.

15. Efe1 Efds 16. 2f1 h6
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16... &\b3 (as we will see later in the theory section) was a good alternative. If 17.
£.g5 we should respond 17... We8! with a good position.

17. 2d2
17. &\d2 with the idea of bringing this knight to e4 was interesting.

17... N\b3 18. 21 Wes 19. Nea Wa4 20. N3 Wes 21. Hes

Position after: 21. Ne4
21... Waq
Black also had other options.
21... Eab8 22. £xc4 Nxca 23. Wxca Lxed 24. Exed c500

22. N3 Wes 23. Nea Was 24. H\c3
%Y

A Krysa, Leandro
& Peralta, Fernando
(® Buenos Aires ARG 2015

At that time, | was preparing to travel to Argentina to participate in the national
championship. | was considering some interesting ideas to surprise my opponents
and | remembered Gabriel’s variation. | then asked Gabriel to explain in more detail
what he had analyzed (yes, | was still trying to prove him wrong). In the 12% round,
| managed to put the idea into practice.
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1. d4 e6 2. D3 d5 3. c4 £f6 4. Y\c3 dxcd 5. ed b5 6. e5 N\d5 7. Dxb5 Db6 8.
Le2 £e79.h4l?

EasWe El=
d & Wik
a i
A A
44 A
&
AR LA A
HE a¥d

Position after: 9. h4!?

9... /6

The idea of not castling with White in favor of advancing h4 is common in many
lines. However, the subsequent exchange of bishops does not benefit them. The
d4-pawn will lose one of its natural defenders: the bishop on e3.

10. 2g5

10. Eh31? is an interesting alternative.

10... h6 11. 2xe7 Wxe7 12. Wd2 2 b7 13. a4 a6 14. Da3 Hxad 15. Eh3 0-0

X Ee |
£i Wiai

sliaN N B

&

Al A

N W moME
A WA A

A S

Position after: 15... 0-0

16. c2?
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16. Dxcd b6 with a good position for Black.

16... Dxb2 17. Eb1 Nd3+ 18. £xd3 cxd3 19. Wxd3 Eab8 20. Hg5 g6!

Position after: 20... g6!
Black has emerged from the opening with a nearly winning position.

21. Wg3 ©g7 22. Nf3 2a823. Ed1 Eb2 24. De3 Wha+ 25. f1 Eb1 26. W4
Exd1+ 27. Dxd1 Whb1 28. Wd2 Ed8 29. h5 g5 30. Zg3 &8 31. gl Ne7 32.
xg5 hxgs 33. h6 Wg6 34. De3 Wxh6 35. Pga Wha 36. Wba a5 37. Wes5 Zb8
38. We2 H\g6 39. \f6 Eba 40. Eh3 Wxd4 41. Ed3 Led 42. Wes5+ Wxes 43.
Ed8+ g7 44. Eg8+ Dh6 45. Dga+ Dh5 46. D6+ ©ha 47. Eg7 P xe5

0-1

Gabriel continued to use it from time-to-time against strong rivals, achieving good
results.

A Pogorelov, Ruslan

4 Del Rio, Gabriel
(® 2016

1. D3 )6 2. ¢4 e6 3. %\c3 d5 4. d4 dxca 5. ed b5 6. e5 \d5 7. Dxb5 2\b6 8.
£92 £e79.0-00-010. 2e3 £c6 11. b3

(see diagram next page)
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E AW K& |»
A A Riidi

A% 1

&) &

i A

& 82
i L8 AR
2 YW E@

Position after: 11. b3

White decides to exchange off the annoying c4-pawn, a typical procedure to get
the d3-square for his bishop and thus direct it towards Black’s castle. The downside
is that, after retaking, Black will be in control of the b4-square and achieves good
piece coordination.

11... cxb3 12. axb3 £b7 13. Wb1 Hd5 14. 2d2 Hcba 15. Ec1 a6 16. Da3 Ec8
17. &\c4 c5=

W Ee o
£ Riaa
& i
AaAA
AN A
A0 &
227 AR
QP &

Position after: 17... c5=

Finally Black removes the d4-pawn with the thematic ...c5-advance. In the vast ma-
jority of openings, this flank attack is executed at an earlier stage. A distinctive fea-
ture of this variation is that it prioritizes play before seeking this pawn break.

18. dxc5 Exc5 19. Ed1 Wb8 20. ha f6 21. exf6 £.xf6 22. Ea5 Exas5 23. Hxa5
228 24. Weq e5 25. Wga Dh8 26. Z\ca ed 27. Ng5 Lxg5 28. hxgs £\d3 29.
£2xd3 exd3 30. Eb1 Wa7 31. Wha He7 32. Le3 Wb7 33. Wga g6 34. 13 Whs
35. Wda W5 36. \d6 Web 37. 2\ca W5 38. \d6 Web 39. Dca Wes

%%
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A Nihal, Sarin (2349)
4 Del Rio, Gabriel (2541)
(P Port de Pollenca 2016

1. d4 e6 2. c4 6 3. D3 d5 4. H)c3 dxcd 5. ed b5 6. e5 \d5 7. Dxb5 2 b6 8.
Le2 £e79.0-02c610. 2e30-011. Nd2

E oW K& |e
A A 24i4ii
A4 i
%) &
i 4
8
BB NSLA AR
)= s E®

Position after: 11. &£\d2

The c4-pawn is more difficult to capture than it may seem.

11... £a6 12. a4 2xb5

12... & a5! is more complex and leads to a good position for Black.
13. axb5 Pxd4 14. Dxcd P xe2+?!

After this Black will have difficulties.

14... f5loo

15. Wxe2 Wds 16. 2\a5! Wxe5 17. 2)c6 Wd6 18. Eacl 2\d5 19. Efd1 E fe8! 20.
£ ¢5 Wxes5 21. Exc5 Lxc5%

(see diagram next page)
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| E & [0
A & ida
ALK
LRA
A L HAAA
El &

Position after: 21... £xc5%

22. g3 De7 23. W3 Dxc6 24. Wxc6 2b6 25. g2 E1826. Ed7 Eae8 27. ha e5
28. Weq Ee629. h5 Ed6 30. Exd6 cxd6 31. b4 h6 32. f3 Ee8 33. Wds Ze6 34.
Wag+ ©h7 35. Wed+ g8 36. Wag+ ©h7 37. Wed+ g8 38. Wag+

In 2016, the Olympics arrived in Baku. When | met my teammates from the Argen-
tine team (I have been living in Barcelona for a couple of decades), | was surprised
to find that everyone had delved into the variation to use it in the tournament. It
had caught their attention, and they had even tested it in some local tournaments.

A Santiago, Yago de Moura (2427)
4 Perez Ponsa, Federico (2577)
(® Buenos Aires 2016

1. d4 £)f6 2. c4 e6 3. £)f3 d5 4. H)c3 dxca 5. ed b5 6. e5 N\d5 7. Dxb5 b6 8.
2e39c69. Le2 2ba+!?

X aWe Elo
A & | ada

A4 4

&) A

218

8.9

AR TR AR
=4 oy B

Position after: 9... 2b4+!1?
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10. 2c3 0-0 11. 0-0 £b7 12. Wc2 L e7
12... De71? 13. g5 D f5 14. g4 LeT o
13. Weq &h8 14. Efd1

14. 2d11?

14... Eb8 15. Wga b4 16. Eacl £4ad5 17. Dd2 Hxc3 18. Exc3 Dd5 19. Eccl
f5 20. exf6 gxf6!?

E W E &
Aotis & i
s
A
i A o
ol
Al QLA AA
==\ v,

Position after: 20... gxf6!?

A typical position where Black’s pieces are extremely active and therefore compen-
sate for his poor pawn structure.

21. Hf3

21. Wxe6 f500

21... Dxe3 22. fxe3 Eg8 23. Wh3 Le4 24. Ed2 £b4 25. Edd1 £.d6 26. Wxe6
2.d527. W5 Exb2 28. 21 Wag 29. Wxfe+ Eg7 30. e4 £.xed 31. Pg5 2.d5 32.
Hel Wrg 33. Wxfs+ 2xf8 34. Ee8 Eg8 35. H\e6 2h6 36. Exg8+ Lxg8 37.
Lxc4 Le3+38. Dfl Lxg2+

A good example of the dynamic potential of the black pieces in this variation.

0-1
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So, the idea was now popular in Argentina, but it still had no adherents abroad. |
think the next game may have played a role in this changing dramatically.

A  Wang, Yue (2737)
4 Mareco, Sandro (2606)
(¥ Baku 2016

1. D3 &)f6 2. ¢4 e6 3. Z\c3 d5 4. da dxca 5. ed b5 6. e5 2\d5 7. 2xb5 2\b6 8.
£e29c69.0-0 2e710. 2e30-011. Wec1 La6

X W E& |o
A A BLiaa
LAA i

7 &

i A
oA

A LA AR
E ¥ [ EQ

Position after: 11... £a6

12. \c3 Lb7

Black moves the bishop again to prevent the white knight from reaching e4.
12... \b4 was better.

13. Ed1 Ebs

Without losing pressure on d4 but neglecting d5.

There were also problems with 13... 2\b4 14. Nd21+

14. d5!
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Position after: 14. d5!
14... Dba!

An excellent pawn sacrifice to fight for the initiative. Although White has an ad-
vantage the position is very complex, as will be seen.

A) 14... exd5 15. £xb6+
B) 14... Dxd5 15. xd5 exd5 16. Kxcd+

15. dxe6 We8 16. exf7+ Wxf7 17. Del ©h8 18. a3 £\c6 19. 2f3 Wg6 20. Wh1
Zf51?

20... Dxe5xE

21. Dd5 P xd5 22. Exd5 Ebfg 23. Wea!

l *II
Afd R 44
& W
HEAK
'Y b
A 2.5\
A 2 A A A
s

Position after: 23. We4!

An excellent centralization.
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23... D a5 24. Ead1 c5 25. h3 Wb6 26. g4 Z5f7

E &
A8 L2 Ei i
Wy
4 ALEA
A W A
A 20 A
£\ 2 A
)= v

Position after: 26... Z5f7
27. Nd2?
Finally, a break. White had played a perfect game up to this point.

They should have continued 27. e6! Ef6 28. &g5 g6 [28... Egb 29. Z\xh7] 29.
Wes+—

27... 2xd5 28. Wxd5 Wxb2 29. 2 xc4? PDxca 30. Dxcd We2! 31. Ed2 We1+ 32.
Dg2 £h4a 33. Wxcs5 Z3134. e6 Eg3+!!

E &
i i i
fil
]
&) A8
A 2 EA
8 A
=4

Position after: 34... Eg3+!!

35. fxg3 W1+ 36. ©h2 Lxg3+37. Dxg3 Ef3+

Shortly after, the examples multiplied. Players of the caliber of Duda, Caruana,
Nepomniachtchi, Nakamura, Firouzja and Maghsoodloo used it in important com-
petitions, demonstrating its validity. It is no longer a marginal line but a variation
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against which one should be well-prepared; it has practically replaced the classical
move 5...2b4.

0-1

| am going to close this brief chronicle as one closes a circle. In 2017, Gabriel once
again faced this position on the board, but this time playing as White. His opponent
could never have imagined that he was challenging the very person who had cre-
ated it.

A Del Rio, Gabriel (2527)
4 Gonzalez Pereira, Asier (2121)
(® Bergara 2017

1. d4 9f6 2. 9\f3 d5 3. c4 e6 4. Z)c3 dxca 5. ed b5 6. e5 \d5 7. Dxb5 2b6 8.
L£e2 9Nc69.0-0 22a6?!

iy L4 A4
B g B

Position after: 9... £2a6?!

10. ?2)c3 L7 11. a3 2b712. 2e3 PN a5 13. We2 0-0 14. Hed Wds 15. H\c5 L.¢6
16. Ead1 h6 17. Efe1 Eabs 18. 2f1

We know this from the game between David Anton and Del Rio himself.

(see diagram next page)
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Position after: 18. £f1
18... 2\b3 19. P xb3 cxb3 20. Wc1 Efc8? 21. £ xh6!

This sacrifice is a recurring idea in this variation.

21... gxh6 22. Wxhe Nd7 23. Ee3 98 24. £d3 Le8 25. Nel Hg6 26. 2.xg6
fxg6 27. Eh3
1-0






Early Deviations

1.d4 )6 2.c4 e6 3.2)f3 d5 4.2)\c3

dxc4 5.e4 b5 6.2)xb5

1.d4 %6 2.c4 e6 3.3 g5 4.9\c3
dxcd 5.e4 b5 6.e5 HNd5 7.%xb5

b6

EALWEs R
i i idi
ia
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Chapter Guide

Chapter 1 - Early Deviations

1.d4 56 2.c4 e6 3.2)f3 d5 4.%)c3 dxc4 5.e4 b5

) B.G0XDS et ettt ettt et et e r e ee e 29
D) 6.€5 GNA5 7.0XDS GADG 8. ettt et ee e 33

€) 6.5 N5 7.OXD5 GONDE 8.2% ...ttt et 39




