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Introduction to the Modernized Modern

Playing the Modern Defense with any regularity is a sign that you truly love chess.
From the very first move, you are indicating to your opponent (and to the jury
deciding on the brilliancy prizes!) that you would like to play an unbalanced
position. Then the thrill of the fight courses through your veins and you simply must
trust yourself to handle developments better than the other player. For a very long
time this truly was the absolute frontier, the Wild West of opening theory: if it went
well you looked like a genius, if it goes badly you got mated in 20 moves, and most
likely neither of you ever really made the analysis which you so badly needed to
remember at the board.

A certain air of reckless abandon, of pure devil-may-care mischief, was needed to
play it successfully, and to some extent stiil is. Something of this passion was
conveyed into printed form by Swedish GM Tiger Hillarp Persson when he wrote his
Tiger’s Modern. Even within the Modern, the créme de-la-créme of the opening,
when | learned it from his book almost a decade ago was the famous Hippo setup,
the epitome of the adventurer’s spirit.

While White goes about stationing his pieces aggressively, controls the centre, etc.,
Black nonchalantly places nearly all his pawns on the third rank and shuffles his
pieces behind them! For scme reason this appealed to the 15-year-old me: the idea
that | could take the game to my opponent in a way that | chose, rather than by
preparing endlessly for some subtlety on move 27 of the Poisoned Pawn Najdorf.

Throughout the year 2010 | played the Modern almost exclusively; it filled the gap
between my 1...e5 phase and my 1...c6 phase. (The latter remained my main reply
to 1.e4 until I began learning the Najdorfin 2018, but | do still enjoy regularly mixing
it up with the Modern; there are more than 20 references to my own games in the
text.) What might surprise you is that 2010 was the year in which my chess career
started progressing by leaps and bounds! | became an IM relying very heavily on it;
an example from one of my norm tournaments can be seen in Part | (Lahiri-
Fernandez.) | embraced the complexity, the audacity and the novelty whole-
heartedly, and it embraced me back.

The following game was perhaps one of my most free-spirited ever. As a
competitive player it can be hard to get fully into a creative mindset, but you can
always try. This is, of course, much easier to do if you’re not dependent on the



result to the extent that dinner will be porridge if you lose, salad if you draw and

steak if you win.

(2485)
(2371)

A Bezgodov, Alexei
& Fernandez, Daniel
(® Khanty-Mansiysk 2010

1. 93 g62.d4 £g73.e4d6 4. H\c3 ab
5.h3 ?d7 6. 2c4 e6 7. a4 b6 8. 285
9 e79.ha h610. 24 2b7 11. We2

E Wy oo Z

2444128
Add 42 i1
A

A A
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A
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Position after; 11. We2

K2
2
A A

IIM

11... Ybgr?
Commencing a manoeuvre | had read
about in my (at that stage very new)

copy of "Tiger's Modern".

12. Ed1 Wa71? 13. 0-0 Ed8 14. Efel
a8 15. H\h2 0-0

A purist might have played the even
more contrived 15... 28 |

16. We3 &h7 17. Wh3 e5!

Opening the game at the right time.

Black's pieces turn out to be quite well
placed!

18. L3 exd4 19. £xd4 Ne5 20. 2b3
N7c621. Le3 DNa522. £d5 Daca 23.
£.¢1¢624. 2xca4 Oxca 25. h5 £.¢8 26.
We3 g5 27. Nf3

W aE K -
Aoe
Adia i
i A
s & A
2NN
A A & A
REHE D

Position after: 27. 9\f3
27... 2xc31?

Positionally speaking this is a reasona-
ble idea, but there was no compulsion
to give up the bishop.

27...b5!F

28. bxc3 £6 29. \ha Efe8 30. f4 b5 31.
Ng6 Wa7+32. ©h2 Wd7 33. f5?

In mutual time pressure and with the
position becoming quite complicated,
both sides start making quite big mis-
takes. Unluckily for our story, the last
mistake was made by me.



33...bxa4 34. Ed4 34... Wf71F would have kept matters
under control and Black can always play

O FF ™ ...c5 next.
i i \% 4 %) 35. Exc4 Wb5 36. e5 Wxca 37. e6 Lb7
38.e7 Ec839. Eeb
A KA
i m E’ A White has very good value for the ex-
& @ change and in what followed | just fell
A AD apart.
£ XK
Position after: 34. Ed4 39... Wds5? 40. Exf6+— Wd1 41. Lxg5
Wxh5+42. 2.h4 £.d5 43. Nfa Egs 44,
34... ¢5?! Nxh5 Exg3 45. 2xg3 a3 46. E8 a2

47. Exc8 27 48. £xd6 2xh5 49.
Showing, as Ivan Sokolov would say, £e5
"too much talent". 1-0

Life can be ironic sometimes. From a starting point of being fairly contemptuous of
opening theory a decade ago, you now find me in the process of selling this, my
second opening book; the third one might well feature, of all things, the Poisoned
Pawn Najdorf! But this may not be so much due to a change of character as to a
change in how chess is played.

Times are changing (as even the Wild West at some point became industrialized)
and theory has developed on everything. It has therefore become possible, inter
alia, to try and write a rigorous opening manual on the Modern. What | mean is not
that equality has been found and this should be your exclusive opening choice for
all time to come (I would be lying to you if | said that) but rather that there is now
a roadmap as to how you should study this opening. About time, given the number
of 1.e4 repertoires that have been written and which contain anti-Modern
recommendations (usually in the ‘Other’ or ‘Miscellaneous’ section towards the
back!) that nobody has taken the time to combat rigorously.

Furthermore, there has been a sea change in the ethos of Modern players (and also
Pirc players): we no longer wish to get something totally new, or redefine the
concept of development in Hippo style, but usually these days we want to get a
Sicilian structure! That is to say, a position where Black gets to play ...cxd4 (or have



White play dxc5) and thereby obtains a central majority that will stand him in good
stead for the long term. That has now become the intellectual gold standard, a
trend that has progressed in tandem with the inclusion of this opening in more
players’ repertoires and its slow shift in towards the mainstream from the fringes
of what is acceptable.

As artisans (for we must never forget our roots) on this moving fringe, it is
important to have your bearings. Nowadays (and however much you feel like
playing it freehand) if you want to include the Modern in your repertoire you should
do some study. You should know, for instance, where White can get a safe plus (in
my opinion, just chapter I1.2), where White can get a less-safe plus (chapter 1V.4),
and where there are routes to equality, dynamic or otherwise (essentially the rest
of the book!)

For the rare player from the White side who has picked this book up looking for
inspiration, this text must have seemed like a really hate-filled polemic right up until
that last paragraph. Yes, indeed, | am making some recommendations for White
here too. For as objectivity plays a larger and larger part in the evolution of this
opening and others, it falls to authors and commentators to try and uncover the
truth of the position as honestly as they know how, rather than shamelessly trying
to promote one side or the other.

As such, not only am | suggesting some lines and novelties for White, but I'm also
severely dialing back some of my other personal biases (such as picking the ‘fun’
line over safe eqguality, or giving away the bishop-pair with the manoeuvres
..2g4xf3) in order to try and provide as many sustainably playable options as
possible. Alsg, where | consider there to be relatively little choice (Part IV, chapters
3 and 4) | am being honest about that and not trying to create analysis from thin
air.

Unfortunately, the nature of the material is such that | cannot possibly cover every
move-order; some talented analyst might well prove an advantage for White after
3.c3 or 3.£c4. What to do? Well, | reiterate the message from my first book: my
goal is not to be 100% comprehensive, because these days that’s largely impossible.
There is a reasonable amount of consensus that the third moves (after 1.e4 g6 2.d4
£g7) which deserve the most attention are 3.2)f3, 3.4\ c3 and 3.c4; my aim after
all three of those moves is to be 99% correct 99% of the time, and never too badly
mistaken.



| hope this book proves to be informative as well as ground-breaking; that it
reinforces your knowledge while infusing it with passion and some new discoveries;
and above all that you have as much fun reading it as | did writing it.

It remains for me to thank those who have been instrumental in the creation of this
book as you hold it today: Thinkers Publishing for being (extremely) lenient with
deadlines; numerous colleagues and friends for sharing their ideas and input freely
(but especially fellow GMs Negi Parimarjan and Justin Tan); and of course my
parents, for putting up with so much of my chess mania during the second half of
my childhood and beyond.

Daniel Fernandez
Sydney, June 2020
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1.e4 g6 2.d4 g7
3.3 ¢c5
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ﬂ i
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Part IIl. Chapter 5: Systems Chess links for Black 3

Introduction to Chapter 5

Just as | found time to discuss a line of the Berlin within my Petroff DVD (made for
ChessBase in 2018), here too | think there are links to other openings that deserve
to be made. Past a certain point in your journey of memorising opening theory, you
start to think schematically about structures and borrow ideas from one opening
while playing another. Thus, the two lines considered in this chapter are somewhat
different from the initial concept of the Modern (‘go ...g6 and ..2g7,then ...d6, and
then decide between ...a6, ...c6 or ...2)f6) and you would have to be trying quite
hard to find an exact transposition.

In 5.1)-5.3) the line under consideration is the famous ‘Sniper’, a term coined by
English FM Charlie Storey, although the concept dates back at least to Botvinnik’s
time. This is the purest form in which a Modern player can showcase his ‘intellec-
tualism’: on some level his basic desire might be just to obtain a favourable Sicilian
structure, in particular without risking annoying anti-Sicilians like 3.£b5(+) or
4. Wxd4. So he goes straight for it with 3...c5 right after fianchettoing the king’s
bishop. Personally, | can see a case for considering the move against 3.2)f3 (line
5.1) because White has to make a rather specific sequence of 5 moves in order to
get an advantage without entering a Benoni setup, and they are not especially ob-
vious. Meanwhile, regrettably, after 3.%\c3 c5 there is little temptation for White
to go for the desired Sicilian structures (4.2f3 cxd4 5.%2)xd4 is a very decent Dragon
for Black, since he can additionally consider some tricks to do with delaying either
...d6 or ...2)f6). That leaves 4.dxc5 as a way White can go wrong, at least practically
(line 5.2) and 4.£.e3 as the correct answer (5.3.)

In 5.4) and 5.5) | explore a famous endgame, perhaps the earliest example of a
gueen trade in mainstream opening theory. That arises after 1.e4 d6 (the only time
in the book!) 2.d4 &\f6 3.4)c3 e5, and now the best move is probably 4.2)f3 leading
to a Philidor Defence, but we will only occupy ourselves with the endgame after
4.dxe5 due to its obvious connection to the endgames of the previous chapter.
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5.1) 1.e4 g6 2.d4 297 3.2)f3 ¢5

1.e4g62.d4 2g7 3. Nf3 c5!1?

EAsWd A E|
i idisa
i

&
A A

AA A
ENaWd

Position after: 3... c5!?

A
A A& A
& H

White is probably best advised to take
place into a Benoni structure, which I'm
not going to discuss here beyond saying
that it's a relatively good version for
him. One other option seems to get an
edge as well:

4. dxc5
A) 4.c3 cxd4 5. cxd4 d5 6. e5 Pc6=

B) 4. ?\c3 cxd4 5. Pxd4 and Black can
choose to play a Dragon (either Acceler-
ated or not) or something with a slightly
more exotic flavour such as 5... a6!?

4..%a5+5, c3

5. 2d2 Wxc5 6. P\c3 Q6 7. h3 db 8.
£d3 0-0 9. 0-0 b6= is more or less
harmless and Black has the kind of Sicil-
ian-esque game he was after.

5... Wxc5

EAs & AE]P
i idisa

4
Wy
A
A A i
ENaWd =

Position after: 5... Wxc5

A

A
A A
£

6. Da3! Hf6

6... d6 Nothing equalizes, but this move
lets White play more simply than the al-
ternative. 7. b5 a6 8. Le3 Wco 9.
Na7! W7 10. Dxc8 Wxc8 11. Wp3t

7. Db5!
7. 2e3 Wee1 8. e5 Nd5 9. 2d4 Hfdw

7...b6!1?

EAas @

i Aidi
i A
A}

A
& 18
E a0

Position after: 7... b6!?

o
L4
4

A

A
A& A
& K
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8... Wc6 9. e5 Ded 10. Nfda Wh7 11.
Now White has to commit somehow. £.d3 d5 12. exd6 0-0 13. 0-0 £\xd6 14.
2 xd6 exd6 15. L4+
8.b4

A) 8. e5 Dga 9. Wda Hxe5 10. Wxcs % @g % f i
4

Nxf3+ 11. gxf3 bxc5 12. Dc7+ 2d8 13. B B

xa8 2b7 14. Re2 Lxa8% This mate-

rial imbalance will prove tricky for both A @

sides to handle. | think White's winning

chances are considerably reduced by AR A
wy

the fragmented structure on the king- )
side. g.

Position after: 15. £f4x

It o
(53 o

B) 8. 2d3?! £b79. 2e3 Wcg=

White has a clear lead in development.

5.2) Inferior lines after 1.e4 g6 2.d4 297 3.%\c3
c5

1.e4g62.d4 £g73. Nc3¢5 4. dxc5?!
EH olirds 4 glm In this line White has to go to great
i i iAidiei lengths to obtain an advantage.
i 4 4... 2xc3+ 5. bxe3 Was
o iae & AL
AR A A 4R Add 424i i
E QUW®AnE :
r—— W A
osition after: 3... ¢5
A
This version of the 'Sniper' is about as A
good as the other one, but has the ben- A & L A AA
efit that few people know the reply. g. g@ @ 2 @ g

Position after: 5... Was
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6. Wda

This is the accepted antidote, but during
my analysis | discovered that some lines
were very far from being clear ad-
vantages for White.

After the logical 6. £e2 Black can gen-
erally get play for the pawn, e.g. 6...
9\c6 7. Le3 §)f6 8.3 b6 9. cxb6 axb6z
with the idea of ...d5 next. The c4-
square (and sometimes also c5-square)
are very handy for Black's knights.

6... 9\f6 7. Wha!

7. Ne2 N6 8. We3 0-0 9. f3 b6 10.
cxb6 d5c0

EHL o E|w
Aid L24ii &
A i

WA
uy A

A

A AAA
E 2 LanE

Position after: 7. Wha!
7... Wen

Black can regain the pawn, e.g. 7...
Wxb4a?! 8. cxbd c6 9. a3 Dxed 10.
£b2+ but this position is miserable.

8.f31?

White displays an intention to play the
optimal setup however long it might
take (i. e. the one with £e3 and Wa3))

8. Hf3
EQHe o E|w
AiaWiaaa &
A i
)
oy A

A &
A A A A

E 2 a2 EH

Position after: 8. f3
The most played move, and natural.

A) 8... 96 9. Waa Nes 10. W4
[10. £e3 b6S frees Black's game im-
mediately] 10... Dc6 11. We3 b6 12.
cxb6 axb6 13. Le2 Labs

B) 8... 0-0 9. £d3 Hab!?N [9... a5?!
10. Wea4 b5 11. cxb6+ Fressinet, L —
Bellon Lopez, J France 2000] 10. £ xab
bxab

E 9 Ed |o
A Wiii &
i A i

A

iy A

A &\
Al A A AR
2 8 & h={

Position after: 10... bxa6b

Now Black's reorganisation continues
as in the following line: 11. 0-0 Eb8
12. Wda Ebs5 13. e5 £h5 14. Le3
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g7 15. Wd3 £ e6= with decent play
against the tripled pawns.

8... b6!?

Breaking first and managing to keep
queens on.

Even if Black complies with White's
basic idea, matters aren't completely
straightforward. 8... 0-0 9. £e3 Q6
10. Wa3 be!?

E 8 Ed |[o
A Wiai i
14 A i

A
&
W A 24
AL A AR
=S DL

Position after: 10... b6!?

11. £b5! [11. cxbe Wb7 12. bxa7 d5
is hideously unclear; with White's king
still in the centre Black can often even
sacrifice the exchange ona7.] 11... Nes
[11... &b7 Right now White is well
enough developed that he can also play
an open position with the queens on.
12. De2 bxc5 13. Wxc5 d6 14. Wgs51£]
12. De2 bxc5 13. Wxcs Wxes 14. £xc5
d6 15. £d4x Obviously Black has some
compensation along the b- and cfiles,
but my impression is that a pawn should
basically be a pawn here.

EAs @ Elo
A Wiai 4
i A i

A
g A
A &
AL A &4
E 2 SLnE

Position after: 8... b6!?
9. cxb6

Now I still don't quite believe that Black
has equality, but | have discovered
some frankly incredible resources in his
favour, which | will claim author's pre-
rogative and give in full, rather than just
leaving the position with a verdict of 'in-
teresting'.

A) 9. £e3

Al) 9... Da6!? 10. £xab Lxab 11. 0-
0-0 bxc5 12. Wxc5 Wxc5 13. Lxc5
d6% This position is rather different
from the previous note in that Black's
play on the open files is further ad-
vanced and also harder to stop (since
White's queenside rook cannot chal-
lenge for the b-file.)

A2) 9... Dc6 10. Wa3 bxc5 11. Wxcs
d6 12. Wg5 h6! White's queen cannot
really feel at home on the kingside,
and retreating with 13. Wg3 opens up
play with, for instance, 13... 2b41?-.



The Modernized Modern

B) Black can answer 9. £h6 in various
ways, but clever seems to be 9... £a6
when White would be well advised to
take the transposition to the main line.

9... axb6 10. 2h6

10. 2e3 Dab 11. Lxa6 Lxa6 12.
2 xb6 Wee 13. £d4 0-0!

4 Ed |o
Aidid i
- 4 i
W aa
A A
&l A N i
=S L HE

Position after: 13... 0-0!

White’s development is now a big prob-
lem, especially in view of the idea 14.
Wye7 PNxed! 15. fxed Eae8 16. Wie
Exed+ 17. ©d2 Exda+! 18. Wxda
Wyxg2+ 19. De2 Wxe2+ 20. Dc1 Lb7
21. Eg1 Le422. Wd2 Weaz and Black
has enough play for a draw.

10... 226
EA oo =
Widi i
24 Ail
By B
A A
A A A A
p=4 HL2NE

Position after: 10... £a6

11. £d3

A) 11. Ebl &xf1 12. &xfl Hc6 13.
Wxbe Wxb6 14. Exb6 Exa2=

B) 11. £xa6 Pxa6 12. Wh2 is the com-
puter suggestion but leads to positions
where White effectively can't castle ei-
ther, and the compensation comes soon
after for Black: 12... Wc5 13. He2 Eg8
14. 24 d500

11... Hc6 12. Was

Retreating to cl instead is much the
same: 12. Wa3 Hg8 13. £g5 Wcs 14.
fxa6 Exab 15. Wc1 d51? 16. Lxf6
exf6 17. exdS Pe5 18. Ne2 W5z with
a position that is still very hard to han-
dle for White.

E L Elw
Wiaal i
L2414 AiL
& A
ALl A
Al A A A
P L DE

Position after: 12. Wa4
12... Eg8!
A ridiculous move, playing for lines in

which both of White's bishops are
trapped, in symmetrical ways, on
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opposite sides of the board! | think this
order makes White do the most work.

Black gains nothing by playing 12... Wc8
13. Wp3 Ne5 14. Lxab6 Exab : White
can still always play £g7xf6 if he so
chooses, and there are some lines
where the option to play ... &©h5-g7
would have been useful.

13. £.g5!

The bishop has done its work on h6 and
should return. Now, taking on f6 will al-
ways cause Black strategic issues.

A) 13. £xa6 loses claim to an ad-
vantage: 13... g5 14. W5 [14. 2\h3 g4
15. 9\f2 gxf3 16. gxf3 Wa7z] 14... Db8
15. De2 Exa6 16. Ebl

A @ X |
Wida i
Ei a 2
& i
A

A A
Al AL DL AA
)=¢ & )=¢

Position after: 16. Eb1

16... Dxed! 17. fxed Egb 18. Lxg5
Ea519. Wd3 Eaxg5s Anything is pos-
sible in this position!

B) 13. &h3 stops ...g5 but gives Black
time to establish a knight on ¢4 or c5:
13... Wcg 14. Wh3 He5 15. Lxab [15.
Ed1 £c41-] 15... Exa6 16. 0-0 d6S

13... Wc8
E W & E [0
ddid i
2414 A i
2
1 B
A2 A
A A A A
b= L NE

Position after: 13... Wc8
14. Yp3!
Restricting Black's options.

14. 2xa6 Exa6 15. Wh3 Hhs5 is like
the main line but without Black having
ever needed to go ...&2\e5. This flexibility
may make a difference, e.g. 16. Pe2
a5 17. Wba f65

14... Ye5

14... ©h5?! The computer really
doesn't like this move, but it takes a
while to work out the issue. 15. &e2
[15. Wxb6? £xd3 16. cxd3 De5 17.
Wda fe 18. 23 Habl-] 15... De5

E W & K [0
Adid &
24 i
A L4
A
AL A
A& DL AA
)= & 2

Position after: 15... De5
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A) 16. Wds is another possible inde-
pendent move, but after 16... d6!
Black gets the much-needed central
solidity. [16... &\ca 17. Eb1+] 17.
Eb1 [17. 0-0 We5+ 18, Wxe5 bxc53]
17... h6! 18. 2xa6 Exa6 19. Wb5+
2d720. Le3 Eas521. Wh3 Wae 22.
Eb2 g5 23. Nd4 Dfas

B) 16. 2d11 Hg7 17. 214 Hc4 18.0-
0 De619. &cl+

E W & =
Add &
%3 a4 i

a 4
WALl A
AL AL A AA
28 EBEd

Position after: 19. £c1+

While Black has been messing around
with his knights, White has managed
to achieve a coherent position where
his dark-squared bishop controls use-
ful squares and his knight can chal-
lenge for the centre.

15. 2 xa6

15. Ed1 £xd3 16. cxd3 Wa6=seems to
secure an equal ending

15... Exa6

W X |
Adr i
Ea A i
a 2
A
WA &
AL A &4
g & HE

Position after: 15... Exa6
16. £xf6

16. De2 PDh5!1 17. 0-0 Hg7 18. Eadl
Ne619. £.c1 Weas If we compare this
to the version with light-squared bish-
ops still on (note to Black's 14th), Black
has significantly more activity here.

16... exf6 17. De2 Lf81L
Black should cut his losses and back
down here, with a marginally worse but

still very dynamic position.

17... Wcs This is the consistent move,
trying to stop White castling.

@ X [
4 4 i
Ei 4 i
WA
A
WA A
A& DL AA
)= & 2

Position after: 17... W5

18. Ed1! Another key move (if a rather
natural one.) White uses small features
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of the position to navigate his way to a
small endgame edge. [18. Wh4 d5! 19.
exds @e7 20. Wea (notice that we
could also have gotten this position
from 19.%f4 at the end of the note to
White's 12th!) 20... £ ga8s gives Black
good play.] 18... Ea3 19. Ed5 Exb3
20. Exc5 Eb1+ 21. @f2 Exh1 22.
E 8+ e723. Exgst

4

L=

A&
i i
a

&
A A
AL AL @ AR
E
Position after: 23. Exg8%

I have analysed this endgame and found
White to have a slight advantage.

5.3) 1.e4 g6 2.d4 297 3.2¢3 ¢5 4.2.e3!

1.e4g62.d4 £g7 3. Dc3 c54. Le3!

EASOWe AHE|
Aid iL4i81i
4

&

i [
AN

ATA A & AA

E Yoo E

Position after: 4. £e3!

This is the less well-known but more re-
liable antidote.

4...cxd4
A) 4... Was 5. N3 &Of6 [5... cxd4 6.

\xd4t is a bad Dragon.] 6. Wd2 Black
has nothing here, because the

positionally desirable 6... @g4 runs into
7. \ds1+ .

B) 4... )c6 5. dxc5 Lxc3+ 6. bxc3 Wa5
7. Wd2 is a significantly better version
of subchapter 4 from White's perspec-
tive.

5. 2xd4 &)f6

5.. &xd4 6. Wxd4 Hfe White can
choose various moves here, for instance
7. &d5 0-0 8. Dxf6+x Harikrishna, P —
Ehlvest, J chess.com INT 2019

6. e5 \h5
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Eh oW
Aid 14i8

4
&

b i

£

A
ATA A & AA
E YWOeHnE

Position after: 6... £\h5

7. Dge2!

A) 7. Wd2 d6 8. exd6 Wxd6 leads to a
variety of endgames where White has
basically nothing, e.g. 9. £xg7 Wxd2+
10. xd2 Pxg7 11. Dd5 2d7 12. Df3
Qdel?s

B) If White craves excitement, the
pawn sacrifice 7. g4 &4 8. 2e3 Lxe5
9. Wd2% is not completely without
merit, though of course it is very un-
ncessary.

7...f58.f4

Now White has a major bind. Black will
need to play ...d6, but the frustrating

thing about that will be that White is not
interested in keeping the pawn and so
the recapture ...exd6 will be needed.

8... N\c6 9. 22 d6 10. exd6 L6

E sWe
id i

£ |o
4 L1

AL Aid

4

A

2
ABA DAAA
= e B

Position after: 10... 26

11. g3!

The engine's suggested 11. Z\b5 0-0 12.
Nec3 ab 13. ?c7 Eb8wo quickly de-
grades into chaos.

11...0-012. 2g2 Ee8 13. Wd2+
Long castling is coming and there is a

limit on how clever Black can be about
taking back on d6.

5.4) Minor lines after 1.e4 d6 2.d4 %\f6 3.%\c3 e5
4.dxe5 dxe5 5. %Wxd8+ ©xd8

1.e4 d6 2. d4 26 3. Z)c3 e5

Thisis a line I shall be (re?)naming as the
Serbian System.

4. dxe5 dxe5 5. Wxd8+ &xd8
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EAsd & E|
i iddi
A
i
A
2
A8 A 8 A8
H 2 D20E

Position after: 5... ©xd8
6. 2g5

Here is an interesting attempt to riff on
the concept of 6. f4, without allowing
Black the possibility of ... £b4 as below.

A) 6. f4 This is one of the most princi-
pled moves. In the examples we shall
see over the coming pages, both sides
have usually developed enough pieces
that the move isn't immediately an is-
sue for Black, but the more general
theme of White opening the centre is
still relevant to those discussions. 6...
Lba1 7. 2d3 [7. 2d2 exf4 8. 0-0-0
bd7=] 7... Dbd7 8. )f3 Ee8 9. fxe5
Dxe5 10. Dxe5 Exe511. 0-0 Lxc3 12.
bxc3 Le6=

E @& o
Aii Adi
L4
E
A
AL
ALLA AR
E 2 | B

Position after: 12... £e6=

Both sides have the obvious strengths
and weaknesses in their positions, and
these roughly balance each other out.

B) 6. &f3 If Black were able to play ...
f6, this move would have very little
point. We will see versions of this end-
game where Black is able to immedi-
ately oppose both knights (...f6 and
...C6), then trade dark-squared bishops
and play for a win. 6... £d6 [6... Z\bd7?
7. g5 De88. Lcais embarrassing.] 7.
£e3 De78.h3 Le69.0-0-0 Hbd7

E E
'YYL Y FY W
204
i

A
AN &H A
AA A a4
LE & B

Position after: 9... N\bd7

Black can also play in other ways, but
this is the most principled, setting up ...
£.¢5 ideas. 10. Ad5+ [10. £g5?1 2.¢5
11. Dxe6 Lxe3+ 12. fxe3 fxe6F saw
one of the more unusual structures
arise in Mousseri, D — Khachiyan, M San
Diego 2014] 10... £xd5 11. exd5 h55
The flexibility of Black's structure, com-
bined with the lack of prospects faced
by White's fl1-bishop and his nominal
majority on the queenside, compensate
adequately for the bishop-pair.

6... 26
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EA @
F O W

¥ jo
O

2
F 3
A
&
ATA A
J=¢

Position after: 6...

A A A
DANE
e6

7. 0-0-0+

With the next three moves, White sets
up some interesting practical questions
that he can pose to his opponent.

7.g31? is interesting; White is trying not
to play with an isolated king's pawn. In-
stead Black can choose to be the one
playing with...doubled, isolated pawns
on the f-file. The dynamics of 7... £c8 8.
fa 2b4 9. £xf6 gxf6 10. 23 work out
fine for him, e.g. 10... exf4 11. gxf4 £.g4
12. Re2 Ee8 13. h3 £h5 14. Dd2
L.xe2 15. Dxe2 f5=

7... Dc8 8. f4 exfa

EAew & Ep
diid Adi
L4
2
&4
&y
&8 & &8
SE LHE

Position after: 8... exf4

9. Nf3!

A) 9. Nge2 Nbd7 10. Dxfa Lba 11.
Dxe6 fxe6 12. Lc4 Ee8s is one of
those odd positions where White is per-
fectly developed, but Black has just
enough co-ordination to stay in the
game and begin remdining White of his
structural issues.

B) 9. e5 h6 10. £xf4 Nga 11. Ed2
Lc5=

9... 2b4!10. H\d5!

10. £xf6 gxf6 11. Nd5 Lxd5 12. Exds
d713. Ef5 £.¢514. Lc4c615. Lxf7
Le3+ 16. Dbl Dc7 17. Le6 Eaell=
is nothing special, as long as Black isn't
afraid of ghosts.

10... £xd5 11. exd5

EA® E|w
dii ddai
A
A &
-} 4
A
A RS A A8
@E & EH

Position after: 11. exd5
11... Dgar

The ambitious continuation.
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11... £d6 12. &xf6 gxf6 13. £d3 Dd7

14. 25 &©d8=
12. 2xfa 9f2 13. Eda ¢5 14. Exba
cxba 15. Egi
EQde El=
i 4 d 4 i
A
i 2
)
A A A AL A
s9) 2K

Position after: 15. E g1

15... Ed8?!

15... ZEe8IN The value of the e-file, and
the fact that my exchange plus does not
deserve to survive, should have been
apparent to me. White doesn't really

have much: 16. £b5 9Nd7 17. He5
Exe518. 2xd7+ ©xd7 19. L xe5 6 20.
2d4 Nes21. Eel Ees=

16. 2¢c4 Ded?' 17. Eelt

EA®E -
F 3 ddai

A
Ao AL
A
A RS A A8
@ X

Position after: 17. Ee1x

| later drew a worse ending through
sheer force of willpower in Mihok, O —
Fernandez, D Kecskemet 2015.

5.5) 1.e4 d6 2.d4 9\f6 3.2\ c3 e5 4.dxe5 dxe5
5.%Wxd8+ &xd8 6.2.c4

1. e4 d6 2. d4 9)f6 3. Z)c3 e5 4. dxe5
dxe5 5. Wxds+ Lxd8 6. 2.ca!

EAts® & K
diai ddai
A
F 3
200 A
&
A RS A 18 A B
5 2 & E

Position after: 6. £.c4!




