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For forty years during the 20th century Paul Keres remained one of the 
world’s top grandmasters, admired for the way he played chess, famed 
for his spectacular surprise attacks, sparkling combinations, opening 
innovations, middlegame planning and endgame technique.

In fact he is often cited as being the strongest player never to have won 
the world title. Moreover he was not only respected as a fighting player, 
with a mastery of all aspects of the game, but also for his gentlemanly 
sporting conduct. 

Volumes three and four of this series will contain Paul Keres’ 
autobiography and own notes to his games, gathered together from his 
books and contributions to magazines from around the world. But here 
volumes one and two feature many more of Keres’ games, annotated by 
his contemporaries, including most of the leading players of his era.

Starting with his wild days of correspondence chess, gambits and all-out 
attacking play, Keres rapidly progressed to a more mature style which 
placed him among the potential contenders for a world championship title 
match with Alekhine. However, after winning the immensely strong AVRO 
tournament in Holland 1938, the Second World War broke out and no title 
contest took place. 

During the War he managed to compete in a few tournaments but then 
Alekhine died and the World Chess Federation declared the new 
champion was to be decided by a match-tournament held in The Hague and 
Moscow. However Paul’s homeland of Estonia had in the meantime been 
annexed by the Soviet Union and political pressure was applied on him not 
to hinder its favoured player, Botvinnik, from winning the title. Keres 
eventually finished in third place.

Nevertheless he went on to win the Soviet Championship three times and 
over the next decade, as the pressure on him eased somewhat, he finished 
runner-up in four World Championship Candidates tournaments. He also 
continued to win a great many international tournaments, write about chess, 
delight spectators with his style of play and give simultaneous exhibitions to 
the very end of his life.

In his autobiography, published in Estonian, German, Spanish, English, 
and Russian, he limited his writing to chess-related matters. However, here 
Joosep Grents has supplied a much broader biography, free from the fetters 
of any censorship, which will enable the reader to gain a better knowledge
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Over the years, Paul Keres has mystified many and I am no exception. 
Although I was born outside the age of Keres, as well as the Soviet Union, 
his aura could be felt even during the time when I first dabbled in chess, 
which was decades after his death. To be quite frank, it was a daunting 
task to write about his life. In Estonia, most historians have refrained from 
undertaking a biography of Keres, most likely because they felt intimidated 
by journalist Valter Heuer’s profound knowledge of the subject, fearing 
that whatever they could cook up would ultimately be inferior to his 
published writings.

And so, for a period, the whole topic of Keres was in a self-censored state 
of ‘monopoly’, where historians would not concern themselves with a chess 
grandmaster who they knew had been observed and written about for several 
decades by an expert. However, although Heuer completed the storyline up 
to 1948 in the first edition of Meie Keres published in 1977, he never 
finished the final edition of Meie Keres, which had been projected to cover 
Keres’ career up to 1975. This second edition of Meie Keres was eventually 
published posthumously in 2011 but Heuer would probably not have 
approved, given that it lacks many details concerning both 1948 as well as 
the turmoil that was 1945-1953. He wrote many articles about these years 
in the local media and not including them in the 2011 edition of 
Meie Keres seemingly represents a major omission, given that they 
were the likely reason Heuer felt his work was not yet finished. 

Despite all this, I feel compelled to add that my current text is a priori 
inferior to Heuer’s work, given that it lacks both his eloquence and wit as a 
writer as well as his first-hand knowledge of Keres’ life. Then again it would 
have been significantly more difficult without Heuer’s research and so pays 
homage to him as well as Keres. In the grand scheme of things, it does 
not really add anything to what the Estonian reader already knows, but is 
simply an attempt to enlighten the English-speaking world to material that 
has eluded translation, including the writings of Heuer. It is an attempt to 
fill in the gaps that still exist in English literature about Paul Keres’ life.

I had previously written a series of articles on Keres for chess24.com 
with the same objective and to celebrate the centenary of the birth of a 
great Estonian. However I had always felt compelled to write and research 
Keres’ life further, so when Jimmy Adams contacted me and mentioned 
the series of books he had been researching and planning to publish, 
naturally I was excited to join him in this quest. While the original idea 
was to simply use my chess24.com articles in the books, I now decided to  
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